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Electronic  ministries  explored  at  conf 


Since  1877 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Christian  television,  radio,  and  Internet 
ministry  specialists  from  across  Mississippi 
met  together  on  May  6-7  at  Park  Place 
Church,  Brandon,  to  swap  ideas  on  reaching 
the  lost  through  electronic  media  and  to  rec¬ 
ognize  outstanding  work  during  the  2005 
Witnessing  Through  Media  Conference. 

Training  sessions  included  Nuts  and  Bolts 
of  Camera  Operation;  Getting  Started  on  the 
Web;  How  Did  They  Do  That?;  Creative 
Production;  Sound  Advice  Basic/ Advanced; 
Advanced  Web  Design;  Non-Linear  Editing; 
and  Projection  Systems  Forum. 

Session  leaders  included  Don  Warren, 
David  Bungai,  J.C.  Howell,  Trooper  Hales, 
Lynn  Bullock,  and  Ian  Richardson. 

Richardson  is  director  of  communica¬ 
tion  services  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  which  sponsors  the 
annual  conference.  He  said  more  than  130 
people  registered  for  the  2005  conference. 

"The  primary  objectives  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  each  year  are  to  provide  training, 
inspiration,  support,  fellowship,  and 
recognition  for  tha-workers  and  volun¬ 
teers  who  spread  the  Gospel  through  the 
electronic  means  available  to  them," 
Richardson  said.  "This  includes  radio 
and  television  broadcasting,  cable  televi¬ 
sion  productions,  Internet  web  sites,  and 
the  people  who  manage  the  important 
engineering  aspects  of  those  programs 
such  as  lighting  and  audio." 

Witnessing  Through  Media  award 
winners  for  2005  included: 

Division  I 

Best  TV  Program,  Church  Musicals 

The  Gift  -  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison 

Best  TV  Program,  Missions/EvangeliSm 
Church  Service  -  Highland  Church,  Laurel 

Best  TV  Program,  Community  Service 

Sports  Football  -  First  Church,  Laurel 


gather  for  a  photograph  after  the  ijfciy .6, evening  awards  banquet  at  Park  Place  Church, 
Brandon.  The  annual  awards  are  pSrt  of  the  two-day  Witnessing  Through  Media 
Conference  sponsored  each  year  by  the  Communication  Services  Department  of  the 
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Best  TV  Program,  Church  Musicals 
Sing  Christmas  Joy 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson 

Best  TV  Program,  Community  Service  (tie) 
Local  Talk  Show  -  First  Church,  Laurel 
Hoping  and  Home  -  United  Methodist  Hour 

Best  TV  Spot 
"One  Nite"  promo 
Baptist  Student  Union 
Mississippi  State  University 

Best  Use  of  Web  Site 
Solid  Ground  Student  Ministry 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson 


Best  Spot 
The  Core 

Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg 

Best  Use  of  Web  Site 
www.Nerds  For  Christ.com 
Nerds  for  Christ  -  First  Church,  Brandon 
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Division  II 

Best  Radio  Program,  Missions/Evangelism 
The  Underground  -  WHJT-FM  Star  93.5, 
Clinton 

Best  Radio  Program,  Community  Service 
Love  Fights  -  United  Methodist  Hour 

Best  TV  Program,  Missions/Evangelism 
Big  Stuff  -  First  Church,  Greenville 


(see  Witnessing  on  page  nine) 


SBC  CP  up  for  month 


Miss.  CP  rises  in  April 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) — Contributions  through  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  for  April  were  $17,069,790.58  —  9.4%  more  than  the 
$15^598,078  given  the  previous  month  and  2.7%,  or  $473,547.87,  below  the 
$17,543,338.45  received  in  April  2004,  according  to  a  news  release  from  SBC  Executive 
Committee  President  and  Chief  Execuffve  Officer  Morris  H.  Chapman  in  Nashville. 
Year-to-date  contributions  through  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  Cooperative 
Program  are  up  2.4%  compared  to  die  same  time  frame  in  2004,  As  of  April  30,  the  year- 
to-aate  total  of  $115,675,906.89  for  CP  Missions  is  $2,677,683.83  ahead  of  the 
$112,998,223.06  received  at  the  same  point  in  2004.  Designated  giving  of  $131,312,306.44 
for  the  same  year-to-date  period  is  .2%,  or  $230,318.30,  below  gifts  of  $131,542,624.74 
received  at  this  point  last  year.  The  $14,755,145.54  in  designated  gifts  received  last 
month  is  $1,327,975.91  above  the  $13,427,169.63  received  in  April  2004,  an  increase  9.9 
percent  For  die  SBC  Cooperative  Program  Allocation  Budget,  the  year-to-date  total  of 
$115,675,906.89  is  1082  percent  of  the  $106,867,654.88  budgeted,  or  $8,806,252.01  above 
budget  to  support  Southern  Baptist  ministries  globally  and  across  North  America.  At 
the  dose  of  their  last  fiscal  year,  Oct.  1, 2003  to  Sept.  30, 2004,  Southern  Baptists  record¬ 
ed  a  3.6%  increase  in  CP  giving,  for  a  record  total  of  $189,865,254.85.  The  Cooperative 
Program  is  Southern  Baptists'  method  of  supporting  missions  and  ministry  efforts  of 
state  and  regional  conventions  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Gifts  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  through  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program 
(CP)  in  September  showed  an  increase  when  compared  both  to  giving  last 
month  and  for  the  same  period  in  2004,  according  to  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  which  disburs¬ 
es  the  funds.  The  April  total  of  $2,766,379  is  .6%  higher  than  the  $2,749,104 
given  last  month,  and  4.4%  higher  than  the  $2,649,283  given  in  the  same  peri¬ 
od  in  2004.  Total  Mississippi  CP  giving  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  which  runs 
from  January-December,  stands  at  $11,392,998,  which  is  5.1%  above  last  year's 
giving  during  the  same  period  and  9.15%  ahead  of  current  year  budget  needs. 
The  2005  Mississippi  CP  budget  of  $31,314,491,  was  approved  by  messengers 
to  the  2004  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  A  total  of 
$2,609,541  is  needed  each  month  to  meet  the  convention  board's  budget  for 
2005.  In  addition  to  helping  support  more  than  10,700  missionaries  in  the  U.S. 
and  around  the  world  through  affiliated  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Mississippi  CP  also  helps  fund  such  programs  as  the  Hispanic 
Evangelism  and  Discipleship  Conference  on  April  20-21  at  Central  Hi^s 
Retreat,  Kosciusko;  Mission  Mississippi  Prayer  Breakfast  on  April  24  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson;  ana  the  multiple  Youth  Conference 
weeks  during  the  summer  months  at  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian. 


Losing  the  battle  for  baptisms 


A  new  study  soon  to  be  released  by  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  growth  specialist 
confirms  publicly  what  has  been  said  in 
whispers  for  quite  some  time:  Southern 
Baptists  aren't  aoing  a  very  good  job  when 
it  comes  to  evangelism,  continuing  a  trend 
that  began  about  the  time  of  the  conserva¬ 
tive  resurgence  in  1979  when  conservatives 
first  wrested  control  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  from  moderates. 

"An  honest  evaluation  of  the  data  leads 
us  to  but  one  conclusion.  The  conservative 
resurgence  has  not  resulted  in  a  more  evan¬ 
gelistic  denomination.  Indeed,  the  Southern 

■  Baptist  Convention  is  less  evange¬ 
listic  today  than  it  was  in  the  years 
preceding  the  conservative  resur¬ 
gence,"  writes  Thom  S.  Rainer  in  A 
Resurgence  Not  Yet  Realized:  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Effectiveness  in  the 
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tie  national  Day  of  Prayer 
for  Vacation  Bible  School 


VBS  follow-up  director  who 
will  be  responsible  for  being 
sure  every  cnild  not  enrolled  in 
Sunday  School  is  contacted 
beginning  mid-week  of  VBS. 
Then  on  Wednesday  of  the 
week  of  VBS  at  your  church, 
say  a  special  prayer  that  morn¬ 
ing  for  all  the  older  children 
attending  your  VBS  who  do  not 
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Sunday,  May  15.  Every 
Mississippi  Baptist  church  mem-  '‘SMaKhti 

ber  should  join  with  thousands  ^ 
across  our  nation  in  prayer  for  F 
the  most  strategic  week  of  the  Lf  1 

year  in  ministry  to  and  with  the  1 

children  of  our  land.  I 

Vacation  Bible  School  is  not  K  f 

just  for  children.  It  is  for  all 
ages.  There  is  no  other  week  of 
the  year  in  the  life  of  our 
churches  when  we  can  have  having  a  VBS.  If  ) 
such  impact  for  good  as  of  those  churches, 
through  Vacation  Bible  School,  sider  this  year  an 
Twenty  eight  percent  of  all  bap-  intensely  for  the 
tisms  for  Southern  Baptist  your  area.  Pray  ov 
churches  come  through  VBS.  change  that  would 
More  children  are  enrolled  as  a  touch  the  lives  of 
result  of  l^ing  involved  in  VBS  off  campus  of  yo 
than  any  other  time  or  activity,  necessary,  but 
More  children  aijd  students  feel  again  and  condi 
led  into  fulltime  Christian  Bible  School  in  yoi 
vocational  service,  as  a  result  of  Yotl  will  be  b 
VBS,  than  any  other  time  or  church  will  be  bless 
activity.  We  have  more  oppor-  children  touched  b) 
tunity  to  take  the  Gospel  to  cent  Word  of  God  v 
unchurched  children  in  mission  Some  of  you  ma1 
Vacation  Bible  Schools.  Wow!  "We  just  do  not  1 
It's  an  amazing  fact  that  workers  to  plan, 
some  600  of  our  Mississippi  conduct  VBS  in  ou 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

j^’ 

Pray,  work 

1 

W 

for  VBS 

\\ 

By  Kiely  Young,  director 
MBCB  Sunday  School  Dept. 

local  reports)  —  The  National  ■  ■ 
Day  of  Prayer  (NDP)  is  an  occa-  riv 
sion  for  Americans  to  "ask  that  . 

our  nation,  our  leaders  and  our  K 
people  use  the  freedom  we 
have  been  given  wisely,"  U.S.  -  I 
President  Bush  said  May  5  at 
The  White  House. 

Speaking  on  the  54th 
National  Day  of  Prayer,  the  pres- 
ident  told  a  gathering,  "Freedom  W  i-M 
is  a  divine  gift  that  carries  with  it  3 
a  tremendous  human  responsi-  Vj 
bility....  [W]e  pray  as  Americans  |  111 

have  always  prayed  —  with  con-  lAB' 
fidence  in  God's  purpose,  with  fc 

hope  for  the  future  and  with  the  Bp  jgj 
humility  to  ask  God's  help  to  do 
what  is  right." 

The  morning  event  in  the 
East  Room  marked  the  fifth  con¬ 
secutive  year  the  president  has 
spoken  at  such  an  observance  in 
the  White  House.  In  addition  to 
events  in  Washington,  obser¬ 
vances  were  expected  to  be  held 
at  about  40,000  sites  across  the  '  n  ■■ 
country,  according  to  the  NDP  p„. 

Task  Force.  These  ranged  from  pjre  ^ 
prayer  breakfasts  to  gatherings  j  • 
at  church  buildings,  county  and  . 
city  government  buildings,  flag-  y 

poles  and  athletic  stadiums,  the 
task  force  said.  were  i 

Mississippians  gathered  on  of  mos 
the  south  fawn  of  the  New  In 
Capitol  in  downtown  Jackson  from 
for  prayer,  praise,  and  worship,  said  A 
Approximately  300  people  reason 
were  in  attendance.  First  our  fn 
Church,  Jackson,  located  across  defenc 
President  Street  from  the  from  t 
Capitol,  opened  the  church's  it;"  am 
chapel  for  the  day  and  invited  depen 
participants  to  pray  there.  "N< 

Observances  were  planned  take  a 
for  several  other  sites  around  presid 
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gift  of  freedom,  we  acknowledge 
mat  it  was  meant  for  all  men  and 
women,  and  for  all  times." 

Americans  pray  now  "for  the 
troops  who  are  defending  our 
freedom  against  determined 
enemies  around  the  globe"  and 
for  their  families,  he  said. 

"Prayerful  people  understand 
die  limits  of  human  strength,"  he 
said.  "We  recognize  that  our 
plans  are  not  always  God's 
plans.  Yet,  we  know  mat  a  God 
who  created  us  for  freedom  is 
not  indifferent  to  injustice  or  cru¬ 
elty  or  evil.  So  we  ask  that  our 
hearts  may  be  aligned  with  His 
and  that  we  may  be  given  the 
strength  to  do  what  is  right  and 
help  those  in  need." 

Bush  issued  a  National  Day 
of  Prayer  proclamation  May  3. 
A  transcript  of  the  president's 
remarks  and  a  text  of  the 
proclamation  are  both  available 
at  www.whitehouse.gov  /  news. 

Speaking  at  the  White  House 
event  were  NDP  Task  Force 
chair  Shirley  Dobson,  as  well  as 
Roman  Catholic  priest  Charles 
Pope,  pastor  or  St.  Thomas 
More  Parish  in  Washington. 
Rabbi  Kenneth  Auman,  presi- 
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dent  of  the  Rabbinical  Council 
of  America,  read  Psalm  98. 
NDP  Honorary  chairman  Max 
Lucado,  well-known  author 
and  pastor  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  read  the  NDP's  2005 
"Prayer  for  the  Nation,"  which 
he  wrote.  Peter  Weaver,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  prayed.  The  St.  Olaf 
Choir,  consisting  of  students 
from  St.  Olaf  College  in 
Northfield,  Minn.,  sang. 

Among  Southern  Baptists 
attending  the  White  House 
event  were  Richard  Land,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Ethics  &  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  in 
Nashville,  and  Barrett  Duke, 
the  ERLC's  vice  president  for 
public  policy  and  research. 

In  the  afternoon,  people 
gathered  as  part  of  NDP  in  a 
large  caucus  room  of  a  House 
of  Representatives  office  build¬ 
ing  to  pray  for  the  government 
and  military,  as  well  as  the  edu¬ 
cational  system,  the  media, 
churches  and  families. 


Vines  to  retire 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Jerry  Vines  announced  on  May  1 
he  will  retire  next  February  as  senior  pastor  of  the  historic  First 
Church  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  stressing  that  he  is  retiring  from  the 
pastorate,  not  tire  Gospel  ministry.  "After  much  prayer,  and  confi¬ 
dent  of  die  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  die  time  has  come  to 
announce  my  retirement  as  your  pastor,"  Vines  said  at  the  end  of  the 
evening  worship  service.  "In  no  way  am  I  retiring  from  the  Gospel 
ministry.  I  plan  to  devote  whatever  remaining  time  the  Lord  Jesus 
gives  me  to  a  ministry  of  Bible  preaching,  teaching  and  writing,  and 
^  -  *  ■’  ’  J  *  doors  of  opportunity." 

id  future  of  First  Baptist, 
and  younger  leadership 

_ tg  the  story  of  Jesus  with 

city,"  he  said.  In  accordance  with 
chairman  and  vice  chairman 
of  the  deacons  and  die  finance  committee  chairman  —  'vill  name  a 
pulpit  committee,  whose  membership  will  be  announced  to  First 
Baptist,  Jacksonville  May  4.  "Janet  and  I  express  to  you  our  undying 
love,  greatest  appreciation,  and  deepest  thankfulness  for  all  you 
mean  to  us,"  Vines  said,  reading  from  a  statement.  Following  his 
prepared  remarks.  Vines  told  me  congregation,  "If  a  pastor  was 
called  on  to  just  draw  a  picture  of  his  dream  church,  when  he  got 
through  it  would  be  a  picture  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Jacksonville,  Florida.  I'm  thrilled  to  death  that  God  has  let  me  be  the 
pastor  of  such  a  dream  church.  And  He's  going  to  allow  me  to  be 

i.  t  1 _ _1 _ L.  C - nina  rnrmthc  "  A  nnoarinff 


ministry.  I  [ 
gives  me  to 

a  ministry  to  preachers,  as  the  Lord  open 
Vines  expressed  confidence  in  the  health  ar 
Jacksonville.  "The  time  has  come  for  a  new 
to  lead  the  church  in  die  challenge  of  sharing  the  story  of  Jesus 
a  rapidly  growing  and  expanding  < 
church  bylaws,  a  three-person  team 


Mississippi  Baptists  continue  to  provide  disaster  response  resources, 
with  child  care  work  in  New  Orleans  following  May  flooding  that  saw 
water  rise  22  inches  within  48  hours  of  heavy  downpours. 


Grady  Crowell,  Clarke  Association  director  of  missions,  leads  11 
Clarke  County  Baptists  in  conducting  simultaneous  revivals  across  Ohio. 
He  reports  48  people  prayed  to  receive  Christ  during  the  revivals. 


First  Church  of  Indianola  led  the  state  with  117  baptisms  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  other  top  four  churches  were  Center  Terrace,  Canton, 
First,  Pascagoula;  First,  Greenwood;  and  Calvary,  Starkville. 
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Jesus  Christ 

'‘Kg. quests  tfit  Honor j 
of ‘Jour  Presence 
in  Heaven'. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 
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YAMY 


EMWQMYLVF 


DHLFBTYA 


AMYA 

MXXTMHTR  YV  MWW 


KTF. 


YLYOE  YNVrTWTQTF 


Clue:  Q  =  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  tame  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Four:Forty-One. 


Punching  the 
Temptation  Button 

Temptation  is  all  around  us. 
It  always  has  been  and  always 
will  be.  Do  people  face  more 
temptation  today  than  in  days 
gone  by?  1  believe  the  answer  is 
yes,  but  temptation  whether  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden,  in  the 
wilderness  trials  of  Jesus,  or  in 
your  life  and  mine  today  can 
only  be  dealt  with  in  the  strength 
and  overcoming  power  of  God. 

It  is  important  for  us  to 
keep  in  mind  that  temptation 
itself  is  not  evil.  Temptation  is 
the  call  to,  the  beckoning,  the 
lure,  and  the  invitation  to  do 
evil.  Jesus  was  tempted,  but 
He  never  sinned.  Giving  in  to 
temptation  is  the  line  crossed 
and  the  wrong  done.  James 
gives  us  some  insight  into  the 
development  of  this  moment 
when  he  said,  "And  lust  when 
it  has  conceived  bringeth 
forth  sin,  and  sin  when  it  is 
finished  bringeth  forth 
death."  Here  the  word  lust 
simply  means  desire. 
Something  comes  into  your 
view,  your  frame  of  reference, 
or  your  thought  process  that 
is  appealing.  Immediately 
your  mind  kicks  into  gear  to 
put  in  place  the  plan  for 
acquiring  what  you  should 
not  have.  Sin  has  been 
birthed.  No  one  may  see  it. 
You  may  not  even  follow 
through  with  it  because  of  the 
lack  of  opportunity  or  fear  of 
the  consequences,  but  still 
you  may  have  lived  it  out  in 
your  mind. 

To  look  at  this  issue  more 
closely,  let  me  share  with  you 
an  event  that  recently  hap¬ 
pened  to  a  friend  of  mine.  The 
man  was  on  a  trip  and  staying 


‘ Direct) 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


in  a  hotel.  He  got  on  the  eleva¬ 
tor  and  as  the  elevator  moved 
to  where  he  was  going  it 
stopped  at  a  floor  before  he  was 
to  exit.  The  doors  opened  and 
there  before  him  stood  an 
attractive  young  woman  in  a 
bath  robe.  He  was  shocked  and 
surprised  at  the  same  time  at 
what  he  saw  in  front  of  him. 
The  young  woman,  realizing 
that  the  elevator  was  going  in 
the  wrong  direction  from 
where  she  wanted  to  go,  did 
not  get  on  the  elevator  and  the 
doors  closed.  My  friend  on  the 
elevator,  who  now  had  a  sec¬ 
ond  or  two  to  contemplate 
what  he  had  just  seen,  reacted 
by  reaching  up  and  punching 
the  open  door  button  on  the 
elevator.  Sure  enough  the  doors 
opened  again  and  there  stood 
tne  beautiful  young  woman. 
Not  wanting  to  get  on  the  ele¬ 
vator  that  was  going  in  the 
wrong  direction,  again  she  sim¬ 
ply  stood  there.  In  a  few  sec¬ 
onds  the  doors  closed  a  second 
time.  One  more  time- the  guy 
reached  up  and  pushed  the 
open  door  button  and  one  more 
time  the  doors  opened,  the 
woman  refrained  from  enter¬ 
ing,  the  doors  closed,  and  final¬ 
ly,  my  buddy  went  on  his  way. 

At  what  point  does  tne 
intrigue  and  allurement  to  pas¬ 
sion  Decome  wrong?  Well,  in  a 


Nominees  sought  for 
2006  MBC  posts 


Members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBQ 
Committee  on  Nominations 
will  soon  begin  meeting  and 
reviewing  the  trustee /Doard 
member  positions  on  MBC 
boards  and  commissions  for 
2006.  According  to  Lamar 
McDonald,  committee  chair¬ 
man  and  member  of  Poplar 
Springs  Drive  Church, 
Meriaian,  there  are  a  limited 
number  of  vacancies  to  be 
filled  on  the  following  boards 
and  commissions: 

•  Board  of  Ministerial  Education 

•  Christian  Action  Commission 

•  Education  Commission 

•  Historical  Commission 

•  Baptist  Children 's  Village 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

•  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc. 
(Jackson) 

•  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care 
System,  Inc.  (Memphis) 

•  Blue  Mountain  College 

•  Mississippi  College 

•  William  Carey  College 

•  Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Bd. 


,l  The  Committee  on  nomi¬ 
nations  will  work  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  heads  of 
the  institutions  and  agencies 
in  bringing  a  list  of  nomi¬ 
nees  to  be  approved  by  the 
messengers  at  the  170th 
annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  on  Nov.  1-2  at 
First  Church,  Jackson. 

Nomination  forms  can  be 
obtained  by  contacting 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  Executive 
Administration,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3201  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  201.  E-mail: 
bbox@mbcb.org.  The  form  is' 
also  available  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  board  web  site, 
www.mbcb.org. 

Completed  forms  should 
be  mailed  to  the  Committee 
on  Nominations,  Executive 
Administration,  at  the  above 
address  to  be  received  by 
June  1. 


practical  sort  of  way,  when  you 
Decome  engaged  with  what  is 
npt  rightfully  yours  in  a  way 
that  your  mind  sets  in  motion 
the  actions  that  carry  out  at 
least  one  more  step  that  crosses 
the  line.  Temptation  becomes 
the  thought  and  then  an  action. 
So  hoW  do  you  deal  with  temp¬ 
tation  in  a  world  like  ours? 
Temptation  is  before  us  every¬ 
where  we  turn  in  sight  or  sound 
and  by  every  other  sensual 
Stimulation  that  can  be  devised. 

One  of  the  difficulties  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  temptation  is  that  it  vir¬ 
tually  always  presents  itself  ini¬ 
tially  wrapped  in  innocence  and 
void  of  anything  that  appears  to 
be  hurtful  or  even  remotely  evil. 
Do  you  remember  when  Jesus 
was  tempted  in  the  wilderness? 
It  came  at  the  end  of  a  40-day 
fast.  The  devil  simply  said, 
"Make  some  bread  out  of  this 
stone."  Jesus  was  hungry  and 
there  is  absolutely  nothing 
wrong  with  being  hungry.  There 
is  nothing  wrong  with  eating  to 
satisfy  the  stomach's  cravings. 
Certainly,  Jesus  had  the  power  to 
change  a  stone  into  a  piece  of 
bread.  What  appears  to  be  so 
innocent  can  violate  other  prin¬ 
ciples  of  God's  will  and  plan  and 
ignore  greater  principles  that  we 
need  to  be  following.  So  we  are 
amazed  to  hear  the  Lord's 
response,  "It  is  written:  'Man 
does  not  live  on  bread  alone,  but 
on  every  word  that  comes  from 
the  mouth  of  God'  (Matt.  4:4)." 
What  are  we  supposed  to  do 
when  faced  with  temptation? 


First,  it  is  imperative  that 
anyone  who  wants  to  be 
strong  when  tempted  should 
saturate  mind,  heart,  and  life 
with  the  Word  of  God.  It  does 
not  matter  who  you  are  or 
where  you  work;  you  must  be 
clothed  with  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  God's  Word.  It  does  not 
matter  whether  you  are  a 
farmer,  electrician,  accoun¬ 
tant,  housewife,  truck  driver, 
pastor,  attorney,  or  a  profes¬ 
sional  athlete;  you  neea  God's 
Word  deeply  and  richly  plant¬ 
ed  in  your  heart. 

Secondly,  as  you  walk  with 
God  you  need  to  predeter¬ 
mine  how  you  are  going  to 
react  to  any  of  temptation's 
actions.  You  do  not  have  to  go 
looking  for  temptation;  it  will 
come  to  you.  In  our  day  and 
time  from  commercials  to 
pop-ups  on  the  screen  of  your 
computer,  there  is  something 
that  will  come  stalking  you. 
You  must  be  ready  to  say  that 
is  not  a  part  of  my  life,  close 
the  door,  and  move  on  quick¬ 
ly.  Unless  you  decide  before 
the  moment  comes  you  will 
probably  make  the  wrong 
decision.  One  more  glance 
and  a  wrong  relationship  can 
begin  —  just  ask  King  David. 
One  click  of  the  mouse  and 
the  road  to  porn  addiction  can 
begin.  Just  ask  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  who  are  trapped 
in  that  environment  today. 

Thirdly,  you  must  know  and 
rely  on  the  power  of  God  to 
guide  you  and  protect  you  as 
you  walk  through  the  maze  of 
temptations  in  this  world.  The 
Lora  will  be  there,  you  will 
need  Him,  and  He  will  not  let 
you  down.  So  throughout  this 
day  and  the  days  ahead,  let  the 
doors  close  and  do  not  push 
the  temptation  button. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


TRAVEL  WITH  OTHER  BAPTISTS  DEPARTING  SEPT.  10.  2005 

“Autumn  Leaves”  Tour 
Vis  its  -H  istorical  East 

Depart  September  10th  with  other  Baptists  and  combine  a  New  England  & 
East  Coast  historical  tour  with  fall  foliage.  Start  in  Philadelphia;  travel  on 
your  comfortable  motorcoach,  through  the  mountains,  offering  spectacular 
and  colorful  vistas.  There's  included  sightseeing  in  Philadelphia 
(Independence  Hall  &  the  Liberty  Bell);  New  York  City;  Milford,  and  New 
Haven.  You’ll  visit  gorgeous  mansions  of  Newport,  Rl;  tour  Boston 
including  the  Old  North  Church,  The  Boston  Common,  Bunker  Hill  and 
USS  Constitution.  There's  even  one  free  day  in  Boston  with  an  optional 
tour  to  historic  Concord,  Lexington,  Gloucester,  and  ■bewitching"  Salem. 
Next,  travel  through  the  White  and  Green  Mountains  to  French  Canada: 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  both  with  city  tours,  and  travel  along  the  St 
Lawrence  Seaway  in  “upper  NY*  to  Niagara  Falls.  YMT  will  also  take  you 
to  Gettysburg,  Amish  Country,  Valley  Forge,  Hershey  World  and  other 
attractions  before  flying  home.  Prices,  per  person,  double  occpy.  start  at 
only  $1148  including  all  taxes.  Add  $300  airfare  from  Birmingham.  Add 
$400  airfare  from  Jackson,  Memphis  or  Gutfpori/Biloxi.  Space  is  limited  to 
46  on  our  motor  coach.  Family  and  friends  are  welcome.  $100  deposits 
are  now  due.  For  information,  reservations  and  detailed 
itinerary  call  7  Days  a  Week: 

•YOUR  MAN’  TOURS  1-800-968-7626 

Providing  Carefree  Vacations  Since  19671 _ 
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First  Hispanic  Women's  Retreat  held  at  Central  Hills 


By  Erica  Harms,  staff  writer 

Mississippi  WMU 


Baptist  Convention  Board  "The  Hispanic  Ministry 
(MBCB).  "They  are  thirsty  for  a  Team,  under  the  leadership  of 
service  entirely  in  their  own  Damaris  Medina  and  her  nus- 
language,"  she  said.  band  Joel,  took  it.  They  planned 

Tne  theme  for  the  weekend  it.  They  ran  with  it.  It  was  won- 
was  Estando  en  Tu  Presencia,  derful  to  see  the  Lord's  guid- 
(In  His  Presence),  based  on  ance  in  every  step.  It  was  all 
Psalm  16:11.  worth  it,"  Smith  said. 

"It  was  a  wonderful  expert-  Luzdary  Torres,  pastor's 
ence,  a  reminder  that  God  is  wife  from  Alabama  and  Bible 
with  us  all  the  time.  When  we  study  leader  for  the  weekend, 
get  together  ,  God  works  in  the  has  been  living  in  the  United 
greatest  way,"  said  Damaris  States  for  only  three  months 
Medina  of  Carthage,  leader  for  since  leaving  Venezuela.  Her 
the  weekend  arid  specialized  challenge  to  the  attendees 
worker  in  language  ministry  involved  learning  how  to 
with  Mississippi  Woman  s  delight  themselves  in  the  Lord 
Missionary  Union  (WMU).  Her  and  now  to  have  a  pure  heart, 
husband  Joel  Medina  is  pastor  Although  these  Hispanic 
of  Iglesia  Intemacional  Las  believers  wanted  to  get  together, 
Americas  in  Carthage,  and  sec-  they  knew  it  would  oe  impossi- 
ond  vice-president  of  the  ble  without  having  child  care 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  provided.  The  Child  Care  Unit 
The  event  allowed  different  of  the  Mississippi  Disaster 
Hispanic  pastors'  wives  and  Relief  Task  Force  volunteered  to 
church  leaders  to  lead  in  devo-  take  care  of  child  care,  and  it 
tionals,  prayer  times,  group  served  as  a  cross-cultural  train- 
discussion  and  worship.  Some  ingsession  for  them, 
of  the  women  attending  shared  Deb  Addington,  minister  of 
personal  testimonies  of  the  youth  and  senior  adults  at 
Lord's  love  and  protection.  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson, 
_ _  led  the  older  children  in  Bible 

>  study  with  the  help  of  Samuel 

Torres,  son  of  speaker  Luzdary. 

"These  volunteers  got  no 
credit  from  anywhere,  but  it 
could  not  have  happened  with¬ 
out  them,"  Smith  said. 


MOMENT  IN  PRAYER  —  Participants  in  the  first-ever  Mississippi 
Baptist  Hispanic  Women's  Retreat  on  March  18-19  at  Central  Hills 
Retreat  near  Kosciusko  pause  to  talk  with  the  Lord  during  a  quiet 
time.  About  1 50  people  attended  the  retreat.  (BR  special  photo) 


Celebration  fills  Brookhaven  stadium 


The  Lincoln  County  Celebration  on  April  24-27  with  evangelist  Jerry  Pipes  of  Lawrenceville,  Ga.,  drew 
more  than  4,200  people  to  the  Brookhaven  High  School  football  stadium.  Also  appearing  at  the  celebra¬ 
tion  were  country  music  star  Ricky  Skaggs  and  Kentucky  Thunder,  along  with  humorist  DanaTison  and  for¬ 
mer  National  Football  League  players  Keith  Davis  and  Shawn  Haiper.  Of  703  total  decisions  recorded  dur¬ 
ing  the  celebration,  582  were  salvation  decisions  and  an  additional  485  "encouragers"  were  trained. 
Tinman  Bishop,  steering  committee  chairman  and  member  of  Heucks  Retreat  Church,  Brookhaven,  and 
Talmadge  Smith,  missions  director  for  Lincoln  Association,  served  as  coordinators.  (BR  special  photo) 
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Obituaries 


1.  Calvary  Church,  Waynes¬ 
boro,  congratulates  their 
Bible  Drillers:  Katlyn 
Mcllwain,  Jessica  Cochran, 
Brittney  Cochran,  Amber 
Pitts,  and  Holly  Cooley. 
Leaders  are  Bettina  Bonner 
and  Dianne  Daughtrey. 

2.  Children's  Bible  drillers  at 
South  Louisville  Church, 
Louisville,  are,  front  row, 
Jenna  Lovom  and  Lauren 
Dalton;  back  row,  Nicholas 
Davis,  Madison  Mills, 
Bailey  Talbot,  and  Erik 
Davis.  Youth  drillers  are, 
front  row,  Hanna  Nowell 
and  Christin  Sanders;  back 
row,  Emily  Davis,  Robbie 
Faulk,  Elizabeth  Ragan, 
and  Whitney  Smith. 

3.  Griffith  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  Angel  Wings 
Women's  Ministry  attend¬ 
ed  the  Women  of  Faith 
Conference  April  1-2  in 
Shreveport,  La. 

4.  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  Bible  drill  team  is, 
front,  Lauren  Hamm  and 
Morgan  Green,  children; 
Angelique  McCrary,  youth. 
Back  row  are  leaders  Debbie 
Hamm  and  Ruth  O'Neal. 

5.  First  Church,  Glendale, 
Bible  drillers  participated  in 
the  state  drills.  Finishing  at 
the  state  level  were  Hunter 
Freeman  and  Marlee  Cam¬ 
eron,  who  received  a  third- 
year  participant  trophy. 

6.  The  Center  for  Inter¬ 
national  Seamen  and 
Truckers,  Gulfport,  is  host¬ 
ing  an  event,  Keeping  Our 
American  Ports  Great,  on 
National  Maritime  Day  at 
the  Seamen  and  Truckers 
Center  May  24, 11:30  a.m.,  1 
p.m.  A  catered  luncheon  is 
planned;  cost  is  $10. 

7.  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  will  host  An 
Evening  with  Thomas 
Hamill  —  A  Testimony  of 
Faith  and  Courage  on 
Tuesday,  May  17.  The  event 
begins  with  a  book  signing 
by  Hamill  and  Escape 
From  Iraq  author  Paul 
Brown  at  6  pm.  The  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  worship  center 
will  begin  at  7  pm  high¬ 
lighted  by  Thomas  Hamm's 
moving  testimony. 

8.  Robert  Knupp,  professor  of 
organ  at  Mississippi 
College,  will  present  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  of  organ  music 

at  Trace  Ridge,  Kidgeland, 

May  29,  6  p.m. 

9.  First,  West  Point,  will  cele¬ 
brate  their  150th  anniver¬ 
sary  June  4-5.  Charles 
Dampeer,  message,  Sat¬ 
urday,  6  p.m.;  David  Hall, 
preaching  Sunday,  10:15 
a.m.  Other  events  planned. 


10.  Cedar  View,  Olive  Branch, 
will  host  a  community 
singing  May  21,  6  p.m.  The 
Reeves  Family,  featured 
musicians. 


11.  Courtland  Church,  Court- 
land,  will  host  Youthquake 
2005  in  downtown  Court- 
land  May  8-11,  6  p.m.  John 
Swaney,  Independence, 
speaking;  Tom  Edwards 
Band,  Clinton,  music. 

12.  Building  dedication  ser¬ 
vices  for  Grace  United 
Church,  Decatur,  will  be 

May  15  at  2  p.m.  2.  Children's  Bible  Drillers,  South  Louisville  Church,  Louisvlle 


13.  First  Church,  Corinth,  will 
celebrate  its  150th  anniver¬ 
sary  May  15.  Activities  will 
begin  with  the  10:45  wor- 

/  ship  service  and  continue 
with  "dinner  on  the 
grounds",  followed  with 
games  and  entertainment 
for  all  ages  until  4  p.m.  All 
activities  are  casual  and 
participants  are  asked  to 
bring  tneir  lawn  chairs  and 
/or  picnic  blankets. 

Former  pastor  P.A."Red" 

Michael,  preaching.  _  _ _  _ 

2.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  South  Louisville  Church,  Louisvlle 

14.  On  May  15  Royce  Christ¬ 
mas  will  preach  his  final 
sermon  as  pastor  of 
Greenacres  Church,  Bas¬ 
trop,  La.  A  reception  will 
be  held  that  afternoon 
from  2  p.m.  until  4  p.m.  in 
honor  of  Christmas  and 
his  wife,  Betty,  for  44  years 
of  service  in  the  ministry. 

Christmas  pastored  at 
Parkview,  Greenville.  For 
more  information,  call 
(318)  281-1303. 


16.  Big  Level  Church,  Wiggins, 
wifi  host  Kristian  Boom  in 
concert  May  15, 6:30  p.m.  For 
more  information  contact 
David  Perry  at  (601)  529-9412. 


18.  Jackson  Association, 

Pascagoula,  is  sponsoring 
The  MYX,  a  contemporary 
worship  concept  on 
Sundays  at  8:30  p.m.  June 
5-July  31.  Services  include 
inspiring  worship  using 
music,  art,  video,/  ana 
drama  along  with  Bible 
study  geared  for 
Millenials,  Generations  Y 
and  X.  Services  are  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  church  each 
evening;  for  information, 

visit  www.themyx.org.  ..  _  _  _ 

5.  Bible  Drillers,  First  Church,  Glendale 


Call  far 
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For  The  "Right  Deal" 
On  A  Church  Bus 
Call  Bill  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


15.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Mendenhall,  will  host  the 
Dixie  Echoes,  Pensacola,  Fla., 
and  Krystal  Tanner,  Charle¬ 
ston,  in  concert  May  14,  6 
p.m.  A  love  offering  will  be 
taken.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  847-2555. 


3.  Angel  Wings  Women's  Ministry,  Griffith  Memorial  Church 


17.  Liberty  Church,  Liberty,  is 
sponsoring  the  Ramblin' 
Road  Trip  VBS  June  6-10, 
8:30  a.m.-12  noon,  for 
lst-6th  graders. 


4.  Bible  Drill  Team,  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch 


Wilburn  Marion  "Bud" 

Daves,  pastor  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
Church,  West,  died  of  heart 
failure  on  March  29  at  the 
age  of  82.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  Clarke  College  in  Newton 
(now  closed),  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton,  and 
Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  Daves  was 
ordained  in  1951  at  Calvary 
Church,  Greenwood,  and 
pastored  numerous  churches 
in  Mississippi  and  Kentucky. 
He  served  as  Bible  instructor 
at  Itawamba  Community 
College  in  Fulton,  and  retired 
in  1988  from  East  End 
Church,  Columbus. 

Clark  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Mavis,  stepmother 
Ellen  Daves  of  Greenwood, 
two  daughters,  three  grand¬ 
children,  and  one  great¬ 
grandchild. 

Q  u  j  e  t  t 
Russum,  finan¬ 
cial  adminis¬ 
trator  for  First 
Church, 
Picayune,  for 
34  years,  died 

Russum  25,f.fter  a 

brief  illness. 

Russum  is  survived  by  her 
-  Glenn  of 
mother  Lala 
Walnut  Ridge, 
Ark.,  three  daughters,  and 
seven  grandchildren. 


husband 
Picayune, 
Parrish  of 
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19.  LifeWay  Study  Group,  First  Church,  Newton 


19.  Approximately  15  women 
from  First  Church,  Newton, 
are  involved  in  a  new 
LifeWay  study  entitled  The 
Frazzled  Female.  Shown  are 
the  class  members. 

20.  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarks- 
dale,  Bible  drillers  all 
advanced  to  the  state  drills. 
Shown  are  the  children's 
Bible  drillers  and  the  youth 
Bible  drillers.  Youth  mem¬ 
ber  Chris  Ferguson  won 
first  place  in  the  scholarship 
drill  and  will  attend  Blue 
Mountain  College. 

21.  First  Church,  Magnolia, 
Bible  drillers  participated  in 
the  state  tournament.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  Barry  Ward, 

f>astor;  Allan  Lampton; 
olee  Musselwhite,  and  Sean 
Rushing. 


22.  First  Church,  Tutwiler, 
presented  the  high  school 
graduates  with  a  new 
Bible  during  Graduate 
Recognition  Sunday,  Apr. 
24.  Shown  front  row,  from 
left:  John  Phillip  Gee, 
Britney  Barnard,  and  Erin 
Morgan.  Second  row:  Luke 
Fortner,  Blake  Smith,  Guy 
Logan,  Joel  Hays,  ana 
Brandon  Wright. 

23.  Mt  Zion  Church,  Columbus, 
recognizes  their  youth  Bible 
drillers,  all  of  whom 
advanced  to  the  state  level: 
Emily  Sullivan,  Ally  Pfeiffer, 
Kimberly  Hollis,  Leigh 
Hutcheson,  Ashley  Silas,  and 
Kacie  Hawkins.  Children 
drillers  are  Austin  Oswalt, 
Skylar  Pearson,  Reagan 
Hem,  Morgan  Rose,  Sarah 
Hem,  and  Amber  Cheezum. 
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23.  Children  Bible  Drillers,  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Columbus 


20.  Children  Bible  Drillers,  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale 


20.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale 


21 .  Bible  Drillers,  First  Church,  Magnolia 
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Center  Terrace  Church, 
Canton:  Revival,  May 
22-25;  Sim.,  10:30  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.; 
Gene  Douglas,  evangelist; 
Hubert  Greer,  music. 

Looxahoma  Church,  Loox- 
ahooma:  Dedication  and 
Homecoming,  May  22;  2:00 
pm;  dinner  served  at  5:00 

E.m.  Outdoor  activities,  bring 
iwn  chairs.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  the  church  at 
(662)  562-8447  or  Renae 
Stridden  at  (662)  562-6030. 

Wayside,  Yalobusha: 
Homecoming,  May  15;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  potluck  lunch; 
David  Norris,  speaking. 

Dublin,  Carson:  Revival, 
Mav  22-25;  Sun.,  11  a.m. 
ana  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  James  Messer,  evange¬ 
list;  Rick  Holifield,  music. 

Causeyville,  Meridian: 
Homecoming,  May  15; 

Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch; 
music,  2  v  p.m.  Mike 
Mcllwain,  preaching  and 
music;  Paul  Barkley,  music. 

New  Harmony,  Philadel- 

f  hia:  Homecoming,  May  15, 
1  a.m.:  Vemell  Daniels, 
preaching;  Rodney  Goldman, 
music;  Dewey  Moore,  pastor. 

Moss  Hill,  New  Albany: 
Homecoming,  May  15;  Sun¬ 
day  School,  10  a.m.;  preach¬ 
ing,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch  and  singing;  Carl 
Weeden,  speaking;  Keynotes, 
special  music;  Charlie 
Kansier,  pastor. 

Liberty,  Jefferson  Com¬ 
munity,  Carroll  County: 
Homecoming,  June  5;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.;  dinner  on 
the  grounds;  mini-concert, 
1:30  p.m.  Paul  Miller, 
preaching;  Lavonne 

Swindle,  music. 

Calvary,  Carroll  County: 
Homecoming,  May  29; 
mini-concert  and  worship, 
10:30  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 

Pavilion;  singing,  1  p.m. 

erry  Corley,  guest  speaker; 
Jimmy  Hood,  music. 


23.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Columbus 


22.  High  School  Graduates,  First  Church,  Tutwiler 
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Just  for  the  Record 


24.  The.  International  Children's  27.  Lance  Dotson  and  Kenny 

Choir— Children  of  the  World  Vanderford  were  recently  or- 

performed  May  1  at  First  dained  as  deacons  at  Puckett 

Church,  Brandon.  These  15  Church,  Rankin  County, 

orphaned  children  are  from  Shown  are  Robert  Love, 

five  different  countries.  Georgia  Dotson,  Dotson, 

Vanderford,  Anita  Vander- 

25.  Ingomar  Church,  Union  ford,  and  Grant  McElveen. 

County,  celebrated  Valen¬ 
tine's  Day  with  12  couples  28.  Weir  Church,  Weir,  con- 
in  their  congregation  who  gratulates  their  Junior  High 

had  each  celebrated  50  plus  State  Bible  Drillers.  Shown, 

years  of  marriage.  The  cou-  from  left:  Ellen  Tumipseed, 

pies  were  recognized  dur-  leader;  Tiffany  Dempsey, 

mg  the  Feb.  13  worship  ser-  Jennifer  McGee,  Brittani 

vice  and  honored  with  Dempsey,  and  Brandi 

lunch  afterwards.  Shown  Collins.  Tiffany  Dempsey 
are  the  honorees.  qualified  for  the  state  Junior 

High  tournament  where 

26.  Liberty  Church,  Noxapater,  she  placed  in  the  top  12. 

celebrated  the  groundbreak¬ 
ing  for  their  new  family  life  29.  Chaplain  Lt.  Col.  Grover  C. 
center  May  1.  Front  row:  Glenn,  Camp  Shelby,  stands 

Maureen  Perkins,  John  by  a  snow  cone  machine 

Wilkes,  Grady  Woods,  John  given  to  the  Chaplain's 
Carter,  C.  B.  Myers,  Steve  Department  by  Calvary 

Jones;  back  row:  Betty  Byrd,  Chapel,  Parchman.  The 

Dennis  Duran,  Sam  Reed,  snow  cones  will  be  given  to 
Billy  Carter,  Arden  Blount,  troops  returning  from  the 

Max  Ingram,  J.  W.  McBrayer,  field,  offering  witnessing 

and  Rob  Thompson.  opportunities. 


BAPTISTS 


25.  Valentine's  Day,  Ingomar  Church,  Union  County 


MS  Positions 


PART-TIME  SECRETARY:  Summerland 
Baptist  Church  in  Taylorsville,  Miss.,  is 
seeking  a  part-time  secretary.  Hours 
will  be  Monday-Friday,  8  a. m. -noon.  To 
receive  an  application  please  contact 
Tim  Lee  at  (601)  729-4402,  e-mail  tim- 
lee@megagate.com  or  Suzanne 
Bullock  at  (601)  498-8226,  e-mail 
sbullock@trustmark.com.  Applications 


26.  Groundbreaking,  Liberty  Church,  Noxapater 


should  be  returned  by  May  25,  2005 


FLAT  TOP  UNITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

is  seeking  a  bi-vocational  pastor.  Please 
send  resume  to  23464  Indian  Ridge 
Road,  Picayune,  MS  39466. _ 


SYLVARENA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 

Wesson,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
part-time  minister  of  music.  Please 
send  resumes  to  1119  Old  Sylvarena 
Road,  Wesson,  MS  39191 . _ 


WANTED:  PART-TIME  CHILDREN/ 
YOUTH  DIRECTOR  at  Trinity  Baptist 
Church  in  Pearl,  Miss.  Call  (601)  939- 
6622  for  information. 


27.  Deacon  Ordination,  Puckett  Church,  Rankin  County 


24.  International  Children's  Choir,  First  Church,  Brandon 


Classified  Ads 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian.  AFTER  HAVING  SERVED  IN  THE  MID¬ 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations  WEST,  Mississippi  born  and  reared 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705.  Southern  Baptist  minister  decides  to 

Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. _ GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2  bath,  return  to  home  state  to  pastor.  If  inter- 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA-  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  parkway,  ested,  call  (660)  263-0946.  All  offers 

TION  CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescon-  $65/nite.  Call  for  information  at  (251)  will  be  prayerfully  considered. _ _ 

dos.com.  All  size  units  available.  Spring  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251)  689-9982  MINISTRY  STUDENT/RECREATION: 

special,  2  night  weekend,  $160,  4  or  pdiw@worldnet.att.net.  _  Covenant  Baptist  Church  in  Collierville, 

week  nights  $250.  Efficiency  unit  (2  CHURCHES  SAVE  30-80%  ON  INK  JET  Tenn.,  is  accepting  resumes  for  a  full-time 
adults  2  kids).  Good  thru  5/25,  (205)  CARTRIDGES  AND  TONERS.  Free  ship-  minister  of  students/recreation.  Degree 

556-0368  or  (205)  554-1524, _ ping  delivered  to  your  church  address,  required.  Send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  1165, 

FULL-TIME  PASTOR:  Send  resumes  to  http://lnk4Churches.com  or  call  toll-free  Collierville,  TN  38027-1165. _ 

Parkview  Baptist  Church,  pastor  search  at  (888)  426-9734. _  IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  WOR- 

TrOmrnrttpe;  2101  MacArthur  Drive,  MINISTER  OF  CHILDREN  desired  for  SHIP  AND/OR  YOUTH  LEADER.  Small 
Alexandria,  LA  71301. _ birth  through  5th  grade,  including  a  day  church,  small  mountain  town,  large 


28.  Bible  Drillers,  Weir  Church,  Choctaw  Association 


29.  Chaplain  Lt.  Col.  Grover  C.  Glenn,  Camp  Shelby 
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Matthew  5:13-14 


A  Monthly  Publication  of  the  Christian  Action  Commission  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  •  Volume 


will  carry  for  the  rest  of  their  strict  terms  of  covenant  mar- 
lives.  Covenant  marriage  could  riage,  couples  must  undergo 
help  couples  to  have  a  better  premarital  counseling,  sign  an 
understanding  of  lifelong  part-  affidavit  and  promise  to  seek 
nership.  Covenants  are  non-  more  counseling  if  troubles  arise 
negotiable.  The  value  of  a  in  the  marriage  Divorce  is 
covenant  marriage  relationship  allowed  only  in  cases  of  "cruel 
as  opposed  to  a  contractual  or  barbarous  treatment,"  ac- 
marriage  agreement  lies  in  a  cording  to  the  Arkansas  law, 

including  adultery,  physical  or 
sexual  abuse,  a  felony  convic¬ 
tion,  or  abandonment. 

In  the  Bible  Belt  South,  the 
divorce  rate  is  almost  50%  high¬ 
er  than  the  national  average. 
According  to  Govem'or  Huck- 
abee,  "Covenant  marriage  is  not 
a  cure-all,  and  it  does  not  solve 
all  of  the  problems.  It  does, 
however,  provide  a  safeguard 
for  people  and  is  an  attempt  to 
work:  problems  out  rather  than 
a  run  from  them."  Mississippi 
covenant  marriage  since  then.  In  could  certainly  benefit  from  an 
Arizona,  only  1%  opted  for  optional  covenant  marriage 
covenant  marriage.  According  law.  For  several  years,  the  bill 
to  supporters,  the  problem  is  has  been  introduced  in  our  leg¬ 
islature  and  failed  to  pass  out  of 
committee.  Contact  your  repre¬ 
sentative  and  senator  and  ask 
Arkansas  them  to  support  the  Covenant 
Governor  Mike  Hucltabee,  a  for-  Marriage  Bui  in  2Q06. 

mer  Baptist  preacher,  and  his  - f— - 

wife,  joined  more  than  1,000  Dr.  Lee  Yancey  is  a  consultant 
i  in  converting  their  tra-  with  the  Christian  Action 
ditional  marriage  into  a  Commission.  He  can  be  reached  at 
covenant  marriage.  Under  the  lyancey@christianaction.com. 


i  Jw£  / /  .  H  ning  the  wedding  event  than 

>  C'  ^>5  /  (y  j  they  do  thinking  about  how  to 

^  live  as  husband  and  wife  'til 

(y  death  do  they  part.  We  all  know 

^  0^  that  marriage  takes  work. 

M  f  Newlyweds  are  practically 

blindsided  by  financial  issues, 

'  aL  j.  sexual  expectations,  and  power 

•*»..  Bf^^B  struggles.  Just  this  week,  Jenn- 

^  SSH  ifer  Wilbanks,  the  runaway 

^  bride  from  Georgia,  reminded 

us  of  the  pressures  leading  up  couples  chose  to  have  a  cov- 
Vermont  as  the  only  states  to  to  the  wedding  event.  With  600  enant  marriage.  Arkansas  voted 
legalize  civil  unions.  Mass-  invited  guests,  14  bridesmaids  to  allow  covenant  marriage  in 
acnusetts  is  still  the  only  state  and  14  groomsmen,  the  city  of  2001  and  only  600  out  of  more 
with  same-sex  marriage,  out  the  Duluth  was  anticipating  a  big  than  40,000  chose  to  have 
laws  in  Massachusetts  and  social  event.  Instead,  more  than 
Vermont  were  court-ordered  100  officers  and  several  hun- 
while  the  Connecticut  bill  was  dred  volunteers  searched  for 

passed  voluntarily.  In  response  the  missing  bride.  Thankfully,  to  supporters,  tfve  problem 
to  the  push  for  homosexual  mar-  she  was  not  abducted  as  first  that  none  of  the  three  states  has 
riage,  last  November,  86%  of  alleged,  but  had  run  away  to  done  a  good  job  of  publicizing 
Mississippi  voters  approved  the  have  time  to  think.  She  finally  the  covenant  marriage  option. 
Mississippi  Marriage  Amend-  called  911  in  Albuquerque,  On  Valentine's  Da  *  ' 
ment.  Mississippi  was  one  of  New  Mexico.  At  least  she  ran 
eleven  states  from  coast  to  coast  away  before  the  marriage, 
who  banned  gay  marriage.  Many  families  suffer  because 

Studies  have  shown  that  the  husbands  and  wives  do  not  stay  couples 
divorce  rate  among  Christians  together.  Children  in  broken 
is  the  same  as  that  of  non-  homes  bear  inner  scars  that  they 


By  Lee  Yance' 


Life  Way  international  discipleship  tops  22,000  mark 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Resources  of  the  Southern 
More  than  22,000  churches  in  58  Baptist  Convention, 
countries  have  been  strength-  In  the  effort,  consultants 
ened  in  a  discipleship  initiative  have  been  deployed  across  the 
by  LifeWay  International,  a  world  to  teacn  pastors  how  to 
division  of  LifeWay  Christian  strengthen  their  congregations 


We  believe  in  the  principle  helping  churches  use  resources, 
multiplication  based  on  There  is  a  lack  of  discipleship 
what  Jesus  said:  We  are  to  com-  resources  in  many  of  these 
mit  to  faithful  men  what  has  countries.  So  we're  able  to  pro- 
been  entrusted  to  us,"  Lopez  vide  those  resources." 
said.  "So  we  train  pastors  and  -  Discipleship  training  can  be 
leaders  in  countries  where  they  an  arduous  process,  Lopez 
become  multipliers  by  training  noted.  But  when  leaders  catch  a 

vision  for  growing  their  con¬ 
gregations  in  spiritual  maturity 
tions  and  churches  can  join  the  "then  it's  all  worth  it." 
process  of  international  disci-  "Discipleship  is  a  process 
pleship  by  becoming  "teach-  that  takes  time  and  effort  from 
ing  partners"  with  LifeWay,  churches,"  he  said.  "But  in  key 
Lopez  said.  Teaching  partners  areas  we've  seen  some  great 
receive  training  ana  subse-  testimonies  of  churches  that 
quently  travel  internationally  have  put  into  place  a  disciple- 
to  conduct  workshops.  ship  process....  That  has  been 

Teaching  partners  "are  very  encouraging." 
churches  or  groups  from  the  In  the  future  LifeWay  hopes 
U.S.  who  travel  to  different  to  expand  its  network  of  resi- 
countries  and  help  us  teach  dent  consultants  across  the 
and  train  pastors  and  church  world  so  that  it  can  conduct  a 
leaders  overseas,"  he  said,  greater  number  of  workshops 
"We're  always  interested  in  and  saturate  churches  with 
looking  for  people  who  have  the  Word  of  God. 
the  vision  to  train  and  join  us."  "We  are  definitely  commit- 
Lopez  urged  all  believers  ted  to  expand  our  network  of 
to  invest  themselves  in  disci-  resident  consultants  so  that  we 
pleship  ministries  because  of  are  able  to  impact  in  a  more 
the  important  role  disciple-  intentional  way  the  training  of 
plays  in  growing  the  local  pastors  and  church  lead- 
fom  of  GocL  ers,"  Lopez  said. 

re're  about  » Kingdom  - 

work,"  he  said.  "And  one  of  the  For  further  information  about 
greatest  contributions  that  LifeWay  international  discipleship 
we're  making  is  that  we're  insituivw.lifeuxiyintertwtional.com. 


using  resources  such  as 
"Experiencing  God,"  the  of 
MasterLife  curriculum  and 
Beth  Moore  Bible  studies. 

"[Ojne  of  our  main  goals  has 
been  to  help  churches  be  inten¬ 
tional  about  discipleship,"  said 
Luis  Lopez,  LifeWay's  manager 

of  international  consulting  and  others  to  do  tire  same’ 
training.  "We  are  training  [pas-  Southern  Baptist  associa 
graduate  of  Southwestern  Sem-  tors]  to  be  able  to  develop  a  plan 

inary  in  Ft.  Worth,  expressed  for  discipleship  in  their  church- 
concern  for  the  constant  repeti-  es  so  that  believers  can  be  devel- 
tion  of  the  inappropriate  content  oped  into  spiritual  leaders." 
that  is  being  drummed  into  the  Since  1998,  the  Nashville- 
minds  of  American  children  and  based  consultants  —  in  con- 
adults  alike.  junction  with  resident  consul- 

"There's  a  whole  lot  of  stuff  tants  in  strategic  countries 
out  there,  that  if  you  watch  it  and  279  volunteer  consultants 
enough  you  begin  to  think  across  the  globe  --  have  con- 
that's  what  life  is  about.  We  ducted  nearly  3,000  disciple- 
need  to  tell  people  what  Jesus  ship  workshops.  Though  the 
has  done  in  our  lives,  and  when  workshops  have  included 
people  perceive  that  as  real  leaders  from  58  nations,  train- 
thev  will  listen,"  he  said.  ing  has  focused  on  several 

The  annual  Witnessing  areas  tagged  as  "key  mar-' 

Through  Media  Conference  is  kets":  Canada,  Mexico, 

supported  by  gifts  to  the  Central  and  South  America, 

Mississippi  Cooperative  Pro-  the  United  Kingdom,  South 
gram.  For  more  information,  Africa,  Southeast  Asia, 
contact  Richardson  at  P.O.  Box  Oceania  and  India. 

530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  The  workshops  utilize  ship 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3290  or  LifeWay  materials  that  have  King 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  been  translated  into  more  than 
748-1651  ext.  290.  fe-mail:  100  languages  by  LifeWay 
irichardson  ©mbcb.org.  Web  employees  and  licensed  trans- 
site  :  www.mbcb.org.  lators  worldwide. 


Witnessing 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed ,  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  letters  to  the  editor 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspondence 
dealing  with  it  will  no  longer  be 
published  and  a  notice  will  be 
printed  to  that  effect. 


Mothers  and  daughters  gather  at  Garaywa 


By  Micki  Bennett,  staff  writer 

MBCB  Missions  Strategy  Div. 


Flashlights  shone  in  the  tops 
of  Camp  Garaywa  trees,  while 
Camp  Director  Robin  Keels 
read  a  bedtime  story  to  nearly 
300  moms  and  daughters  at 
the  annual  Mother/Daughter 
Weekend  on  April  15-16. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Girls 
in  Action  (GA)  campground, 
nestled  in  a  quiet  subdivision  in 
Clinton,  was  still  while  little 
girls  sitting  in  the  laps  of  their 
mothers  listened  intently  and 
the  flames  of  the  campfire  kept 
them  warm.  "I'll  love  you  forev¬ 
er,  I'll  like  you  for  always,  for¬ 
ever  and  ever  my  baby  you'll 
be,"  is  the  song  they  heard. 

The  theme  for  the  weekend 
was  Daughters  of  the  King, 
based  on  Galatians  3:26.  The 
weekend  began  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  April  15  with  energetic 
young  girls  canvassing  the 
campground  cabins  and  check¬ 
ing  out  the  pool  and  ropes 
course  while  their  mothers  reg¬ 
istered.  Later  that  night  and  on 
April  16,  mothers  and  daugh¬ 
ters  learned  from  missionaries, 
crafted  bracelets,  played  fun 
games  at  recreation,  read  devo¬ 
tions  together,  sang  silly  songS, 
went  to  a  bonfire  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  and  even  gave  an  offering 
to  be  used  in  helping  the  tsuna¬ 
mi  relief  effort  through  the 
International  Mission  Board. 

"Mother/Daughter 
Weekend  is  a  neat  chance  to  get 
moms  and  daughters  away 
from  real  life,"  Keels  said.  'T 


rel 


KING'S  DAUGHTERS  —  Participants  in  the  GA 
Mother/Daughter  Weekend  on  April  15-16  at  Camp  Garaywa 
in  Clinton  listen  intently  as  Garaywa  staffers  perform  a  skit 
describing  the  theme  of  the  weekend.  Daughters  of  the  King. 
The  annual  event  is  one  of  the  most  popular  weekend  activities 
hosted  by  the  state  Baptist  campground.  (BR  special  photo) 


love  watching  them  together." 

Keels,  who  has  supported 
missions  for  as  long  as  sne  can 
remember,  said  that  she  uses  this 
weekend  to  "challenge  moms  to 
keep  kids  involved  in  missions." 

Jacinthia  McDaniel  of  Home- 
wood  Church,  Forest,  caught  the 
vision  that  Keels  seeks  to  share. 
"I've  always  felt  like  I  should  be 
involved  in  missions.  I  feel  like  I 
can't  be  as  involved  as  I'd  like, 
but  I  can  pray,"  she  said.  Her 
eight-year-old  daughter  Jaycey, 


shy  and  polite,  liked  the  crafts 
and  games  of  the  weekend. 

Because  the  programs  at 
Camp  Garaywa  are  so  mis- 
sions-oriented,  missionaries  are 
often  brought  in  to  tell  their  sto¬ 
ries.  Erica  Harms  and  Lissa 
Halbert  spoke  about  their  expe¬ 
riences  on  the  mission  field. 
Harms,  who  spent  the  2004 
summer  backpacking  in  the 
Philippines,  snared  with  the 
girls  about  the  culture  and 
Rfestyles,  including  the 


hoon  that  caused  her  to 
juild  her  camp  three  times. 
The  girls,  who  along  with 
their  mothers  experienced 
eating  white  rice  Filipino- 
style  with  their  fingers,  also 
learned  how  Harms  and  her 
partners  had  to  wash  clothes 
in  the  mountains  and  even 
worship  like  the  natives. 

Halbert,  originally  from 
Olive  Branch,  was  also  a  speak¬ 
er  for  the  weekend.  She  focused 
on  evangelism  and  taught  the 
mothers  and  daughters  about 
the  armor  of  God  and  howj  it  is 
used  on  the  mission  field. 

Mitzi  Williams  and  her 
daughter  Bria  enjoyed  their  spe¬ 
cial  weekend  together.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Church  Clinton, 
Mitzi  Williams  said  she  loves 
ever 

y 

said,  "but  I  couldn't." 

She  said  she  enjoyed  learn¬ 
ing  about  the  missionaries 
and  making  bracelets,  and  her 
seven-year-old  daughter  is 
ready  to  come  for  a  whole 
weeK  during  the  summer. 
Unfortunately,  Bria  will  have 
to  wait  for  the  next  two  years 
until  she  is  old  enough. 

Camp  Garaywa  is  support¬ 
ed  by  gifts  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering, 
the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program,  ana  camp  fees.  For 
more  information  on  Camp 
Garaywa,  contact  Alicia 
Dungan  at  312  Camp  Garaywa 
Road,  Clinton,  MS  39056. 
Telephone:  (601)  924-7034.  E- 
mail:  garaywa@mbcb.org. 


erything  about  Garaywa.  ”1 
tried  to  pick  one  thing,"  she 


WHO'S  NEXT? 

Editor: 

I  feel  an  urgency  to  reply  to 
Heat,  Not  Light  (letter  to  the 
editor,  April  14  issue),  concern¬ 
ing  Judge  George  Greer's  resig¬ 
nation  from  his  church  because 
of  his  ruling  in  the  Terri 
Schiavo  case.  I  think  his  pastor 
Willy  Rice  did  what  he  should 
have  done.  The  church  stands 
for  sanctity  of  life  and  cannot 
condone  actions  taken  contrary 
to  those  beliefs  by  anyone 
claiming  to  be  a  member. 

Who  considered  the  suffering 
of  Terri  and  her  family,  the 
Schindlers?  She  was  not  brain 
dead,  but  brain  damaged.  Why, 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


LifeWay  Bus  Sales  has  the  solution— a  15-passenger 
mini-bus  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


SERIOUS  CONCERNS 


few? 


after  all  the  year  she  existed  in 
this  condition,  should  she  have  to 
be  cruelly  starved  and  dehydrat¬ 
ed  to  death  at  the  whim  of  two  or 
three  humans,  and  her  poor  fam¬ 
ily  forced  to  stand  by  and  watch? 
What  could  be  worse? 

It  is  bad  when  in  America 
this  can  be  done,  and  the  law 
of  the  land  enforces  it  and 
stops  anyone  from  feeding  her 
or  giving  her  water.  Who  will 
be  next?  It  is  already  legal  to 
murder  unborn  babies.  How 
long  will  it  be  before  it  is  legal 
to  'get  rid"  of  older  people 
who  are  no  longer  useful  to 
society  and  are  drawing 
"endangered"  Social  Security 
checks  —  or  the  unfortunate 
ones  who  are  deformed  phys¬ 
ically  or  mentally  retarded? 

When  they  took  God's  work 
into  their  own  hands,  they  may 
have  opened  up  a  whole  new 
can  of  worms.  % 

Rebecca  Robuck 

Ashland 

CORRECTION 


page  three  of  the_May  5 
issue  of  The 


Editor: 

On  . 

le  Baptist  Record, 
there  is  a  error  in  the  headline 
for  the  article  entitled.  Baptist 
Marine  chaplain  soldiers  on  in 
Iraq.  There  is  no  such  designator 
as  a  "Marine  chaplain."  Allchap- 
lains  serving  with  U.S.  Marine 
units  are  Navy  chaplains  on 
U.S.  Marine  Corps. 


loan  to  the 


For  informational 
U.S.  Navy  chaplains  "have  the 
privilege  of  serving  not  only  the 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps  but  also 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  and  at  the 
Merchant  Academy.  Having  the 
article  entitled  as  printed  leads 
the  uniformed  lay  person  to 
believe  there  are  cnaplains  who 
are  commissioned  in  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps.  During  my  26 
years  of  active  duty  with  Navy 
Chaplain  Corps,  it  was  my  great 
privilege  to  nave  served  with 
Marine  units  for  over  eight  years. 

Capt.  Harold  W.  Garrett 

Chaplain  Corps,  U.S.  Navy 
(Retired) 

BSU  SEEKS  CADETS 

Editor: 

The  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  at  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
Academy  would  like  to  contact 
the  men  and  women  reporting 
to  the  Academy  June  29-30.  For 
those  arriving  June  29,  we  will 
meet  them  at  the  airport,  pro¬ 
vide  free  lodging,  meals,  trans¬ 
portation,  and  take  them  to  the 
Academy  at  the  appointed 
time  on  June  30.  For  those 
arriving  June  30,  the  Academy 
buses  will  meet  them  but  we 
would  like  to  make  contact. 

This  is  an  opportunity  to 
meet  smiling  faces  and  make 
new  Christian  friends  before 
beginning  training.  If  pastors, 
parents,  relatives,  friends,  or 
new  cadets  will  contact  us  with 


name,  address,  telephone,  and 
email  address,  we  will  contact 
them  to  secure  flight  arrival 
times  and  provide  further 
information,  Please  contact: 

•  Mary  Kathryn  Kelly,  820 
Timbertop  Court,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80921.  Telephone: 
(719)  484-0347  or  (719)  660- 
1676.  E-mail:  wwmkk@earth- 
link.net;  or 

•  Bill  Gandy,  550  West 

Woodmen  Road,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80919.  Telephone: 
(719)  635-0026.  E-mail: 

bgandy@ppba.org. 

Also,  for  anyone  attending 
the  U.S.  Military  Academy,  the 
U.S.  Naval  Academy,  or  the 
U.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy, 
similar  ministries  are  provided. 

At  the  U.S.  Military 
Academy,  contact  Dwain 
Gregory,  83-80  118th  St,  #2P, 
Kew  Gardens,  NY  11415. 
Telephone:  (719)  963-4477.  E- 
mail:  Dwain.Gregory®  usma. 
edu  or  LeeDGreg@aol.com. 

At  the  Naval  Academy,  con¬ 
tact  Kirk  Ritchey,  201  Hanover 
Street,  Annapolis,  MD  21401. 
Telephone:  (443)  994-1938.  E- 
mail:  ritchey@usna.edu. 

At  the  Coast  Guard  Academy, 
contact  Randy  Barnes,  99  Maple 
Ave,  Uncasville,  CT  06382. 
Telephone:  (860)  848-6628.  Email: 
nlcministry@sbcglobal.net. 

Mary  K.  Kelly,  Assoc.  Dir. 

Baptist  Collegiate  Ministries  , 

U.S.  Air  Force  Academy 

Colorado  Springs,  Co. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Avoid  Sin's  Consequences 

Genesis  19:12-13, 15-17,  23-29 

By  Rick  Henson 


to  be  on  your  way."  as  though  every  thing  was  fine,  ciple  you  had,  if  you  loved 
Why  was  it  acceptable  but  everything  was  not  fine,  business  as  much  as  Lot,  and  if 
for  Lot  to  be  there,  but  Why  should  we  behave  today  you  had  no  spiritual  depth, 
not  the  messengers  of  as  though  everything  is  fine  Why  did  Lot  lose  every- 
God?  Lot  had  compro-  when  people  around  us  are  fac-  thing?  What  was  his  fatal  flaw 
mised  his  principles  ing  certain  destruction?  If  you  that  condemned  him  to  such 
with  horrible  results.  went  to  work  and  spoke  about  an  existence?  The  answer  lies 

After  the  messengers  the  Lord,  would  people  laugh  in  Genesis  13:1-7.  Many  years 

at  you?  Would  they  ask,  earlier,  God  blessed  both  Lot 

"What’s  the  punch  line?"  What  and  Abraham.  Their  herds 

in  your  life  and  witness  will  grew.  Their  servants  increased 
prepare  your  neighbors,  rela-  in  number.  Eventually  they 
tives,  fellow  students,  or  co-  could  no  longer  peacefully  co¬ 
workers  to  hear  about  jesus  exist.  Abraham  called  Lot  and 
Christ?  Or  are  you  compromis-  gave  him  the  choice  of  direc- 
ing  as  did  Lot?  tions.  Lot  looked  at  the  green 

Though  Lot  had  a  family  of  Jordan  valley  to  the  East,  and 
sons,  daughters,  and  nad  chose  that  direction.  Abraham 

many  servants,  only  two  knew  he  was  blessed  of  the 

daughters  and  his  wife  left  Lord  wherever  he  was,  so  he 
with  him.  His  sons  had  desert-  went  west.  Lot  chose  with  his 
ed  him.  Obviously,  nothing  in  pocketbook.  He  was  greedy. 
Lot's  home  had  prepared  his  He  took  his  family  into  a 
sons  for  a  message  from  God.  wicked  city  of  sin  so  he  could 
The  next  morning  the  angels  make  a  buck.  He  sat  at  the  city 
urged  Lot  to  leave.  Lot  hesitat-  gate  while  his  family  went  to 
ed,  so  the  angels  physically  hell.  His  business  thrived 
drug  him  and  his  family  out  of  while  his  soul  shriveled.  What 
the  city.  Why  did  he  hesitate?  price  compromise? 

If  you  knew  that  a  city  would  _ 

be  destroyed,  would  you  hesi¬ 
tate  to  leave?  You  would  if  you  Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
had  compromised  every  prin-  Church,  Brandon. 


reaction  with  that  of  his^^^Hj 
,  ...  uncle  Abraham's  when^Bjk^l 

Lots  life  ended  in  tragedy,  three  godly  visitors HjHMk, 
Though  he  had  been  a  pillar  of  came  to  see  him  in^^™ 
the  community,  his  wife  ended  Genesis  18.  Abraham  He 
up  a  pillar  of  salt.  He  fled  with  offered  a  meal  and  lodging,  and 
only  two  daughters  while  all  emphatically  asked  them,  "Do 
that  he  loved  was  destroyed,  not  pass  me  by!"  Lot,  however. 
Lot  s  story  in  Genesis  19  is  a  was  anxious  for  the  messengers 
tale  of  seduction  and  compro-  of  God  to  leave.  His  treatment 
mise,  of  lost  principles  and  lost  of  God's  messengers  is  a  clue  of 
life,  of  a  forgotten  heritage  and  what  was  wrong  with  Lot’s  life, 
a  forsaken  man.  Two  days  Lot  lived  a  life  of  compromise, 
before.  Lot  sat  at  the  city  gate.  Lot  knew  about  the  God  of 
engaging  in  business,  talking  Abraham,  but  not  enough  to 
with  friends,  and  discussing  affect  his  life.  Many  today  are  a 
politics.  Two  men  came  into  the  lot  like  Lot.  They  know  some- 


Y  ate  with  Lot  and  his 
family,  they  told  Lot 
about  God’s  plan  to 
destroy  the  vile  and 
wicked  cities  the  next  day,  and 
urged  them  to  warn  anyone 
they  would.  Lot  went  to  his 
future  sons-in-law  and  told 
them  about  the  Lord's  plans, 
but  they  thought  he  was  joking. 

They  had  a  good  laugh.  "What  5 
the  punch  line.  Lot?"  Sadly, 
nothing  in  Lot’s  life  prepared 
them  to  believe  him  when  he 
spoke  of  the  Lord.  Lbt  learned  a 
harsh  lesson  —  a  silent  life  is  an 
ungodly  life.  One  cannot  serve 
God  and  be  silent  about  God's 
grace.  Lot  had  no  credibility 
when  he  spoke  of  God.  ~ 

We  learn  from  Genesis  13:1-7  the  city.  Why  did  he  hesitate? 
that  Lot  owned  many  slaves.  If  you  knew  that 
Yet,  none  of  them  would  leave 
;uys  are  wefcomed  the  haven  of  homosexuality, 
ile,  then  you  need  Lot  had  behaved  in  that  town 


In  verses  18,  26,  28  we  target 
delusional  disaster.  This  type 
of  disaster  causes  us  to  take 
the  credit  due  God  and  give  it 
to  a  substitute.  Here  we  are 
shown  several  truths.  God 
wants  us  to  see  His  judgment, 
then  to  know  He  keeps  His 
word  by  carrying  out  His  deci¬ 
sions  when  warnings  are 

neglected.  Now  the  question. 
Whose  words  can  you  trust 

today?  Why? 

Psalm  37:  27-28  from  the 
Message  reads,  "Turn  your 
back  on  evil.  Work  for  good 
and  don’t  quit.  God  loves  this 
kind  of  thing."  I  don’t  know 

about  you,  but  the  man 

Jeremiah  and  his  message  come 
to  my  mind.  Surely,  God  must 
have  loved  Jeremiah! 

Now  the  last  question.  What 
about  you  and  me?  Can  this  be 
said  of  us?  If  nof,  we  need  to 
heed  God’s  lesson  for  today 
and  dodge  disaster. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Dodge  Disaster 

Jeremiah  44:  2-10, 18,  26,  28 

By  Billie  Buckle 


.  |M  or  not  doing  my  will. 
I  Always  remember,  you 
might  believe  you  will 
lev  free  from  harm  out 

'  from  under  my  guid¬ 
ance.  You  never  will.  It’s  only  as 
you  function  here  in  this  land 
time  Jeremiah  was  freed  from  (my  plan  and  principles  laid 
his  prison  house.  down  for  your  life)  that  you 

Looking  into  Chapter  40  we  will  be  free." 
see  God  tempered  nis  severity  My  response  was,  "Father, 
of  judgment  by  allowing  a  rem-  take  away  the  desire  for  me  to 
nant  to  prosper.  "Those  who  go  to  Egypt,  knowing  for  sure 
became  God-investors  would  you  will  not  go  with  me.  Thank 
soon  own  the  store."  (The  you  for  guiding  me  in  your  will 
Message)  That  was  one  sound  and  your  way  and  your  land." 
investment.  Still  is.  Now  we  are  ready  to  dig 

We  are  introduced  to  fear  that  deep  into  the  disaster  6f  Chapter 
catches  up  with  us  in  Chapter  42.  44:  the  disasters  of  God’s  judg- 

In  verse  15  God  says,  AIf  you  ment,  damaged  testimonies, 
insist  on  going  to  Egypt,  you  will  unrepentance,  and  delusions, 
die  therev’  Allow  me  to  flesh  out  Know  this:  the  disaster  cable 
this  verse  by  sharing  a  prayer  upon  them  for  not  worshiping 
conversation  I  wrote  on  the  Lord  only-  How  do  we  know 


Jerusalem  had  fallen, 

The  Babylonian  army  JjB|f 
In  the  book  of  Jeremiah  some  poured  into  the  city, 
would  say  the  two  main  char-  burned  it  to  the  ground,  BUI 
acters  were  Doom  and  Gloom  destroyed  the  temple,  and  took 
riding  side  by  side.  Against  this  the  king  to  Babylon.  At  that 
pessimistic  backdrop  of  God’s 
judgment  on  Judah,  there  was 
always  the  willingness  of  God 
to  spare  and  bless  the  nation  if 
only  the  people  would  repent. 

Oswald  Chambers  says 
about  this  truth,  "The  pro¬ 
nouncement  of  coming  doom  is 
a  combining  of  judgment  and 
deliverance.  When  God’s  limit 
is  reached  He  destroys  the 
unsaveable  and  liberates  the 
saveable,  separating  good  and  In  verse  15  God 
evil,  right  and  wrong. 

We  cannot  plow  into  Chapter 
44  without  some  background 
information.  Back  in  Chapter  39 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  _ 

news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  , 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  f  ^ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  / 

ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 

paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 

forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 

cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 

will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
to  the  address  below,  and  .must.be  con-  tjie  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  address  and  telephone  number, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible.  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 
_  ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
»  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 

one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  pub¬ 
lication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may-  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  stamped  envelope, 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
clear  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


Florida  Baptists  ask  continued  hurricane  assistance 


overturned  their  lives  as  they  any  recovery  work  could  begin,  lives  and  homes,  burke  : 
lost  their  jobs,  home  and  all  of  The  multiple  storms  forced  The  mission  and  purp 
their  personal  belongings.  volunteers  to  concentrate  on  to  help  rebuild  lives 

"I  have  three  boys,"  Kristen  meeting  victims'  immediate  homes  both  physically 
Conger  said.  "You  try  to  pro-  needs  by  providing  warm  spiritually,  Burke  said, 
tect  your  children,  then  they  meals,  dry  food  supplies,  water  projects  give  us  the  opp 
lose  everything  and  you  tell  and  clothing.  After  relief  efforts  nity  to  share  not  only 
them  that  it's  going  to  be  OK,  stopped  in  the  hardest-hit  they  can  rebuild  a  horn 
but  I  didn't  even  think  it  was  areas,  recovery  operations  rebuild  their  lives  throi 
going  to  be  OK,"  she  said.  began  slowly  with  limited  personal  relationship 

Money  the  family  intended  resources  and  materials.  Jesus  Christ." 

to  use  for  repairs  covered  Baptist  associations  across  As  the  next  hurricam 
hotel  costs  as  they  sought  shel-  Florida  coordinated  volunteers  son  approaches,  an  ini 
ter  from  the  subsequent  hurri-  and  established  recovery/  ing  number  of  FI 
canes  and  storms  that  ravaged  rebuild  projects  within  their  Baptists  have  shown  in 
Florida.  With  only  a  tarp-cov-  regions  while  the  Rebuild  in  disaster  relief  trai 
ered  roof  and  extensive  mold  Coordination  Center  in  Sara-  Fritz  Wilson,  director  c 
damage,  the  Congers  returned  sota  concentrated  on  the  south-  convention's  Florida  B 
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HELP  STILL  NEEDED  —  The  immediate  needs  have  been 
met  —  such  as  a  hot  meal  for  Alicia  Rosas,  holding  her  six-day- 
old  baby,  after  Hurricane  Ivan  —  but  home  repairs  continue  to 
be  needed  throughout  Florida  and  elsewhere  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
after  by  Ivan  and  Hurricanes  Charley,  Frances,  and  Jeanne.  (BP 
photo  courtesy  of  Ken  Touchton/Florida  Baptist  Convention) 


Coker  Creek  Village  Adventure  &  Retreat  Center 


A  Christian  facility  for  groups  size  8  to  400 
Activities  include: 

Rafting  the  Ocoee  •  trail  rides  •  climbing  tower 
&  mountain  biking 
A  relaxed  mountain  retreat  with: 

Great  meals  •  meeting  rooms  •  bunkhouse  lodging 
activity  staff  •  300  acres  &  streams 
Special  events  include: 

•  Last  Fling  of  Summer  •  the  colors  of  Autumn  • 
Harvest  celebration  &  Winterfest 


FRANCES'  FURY  —  Victory 
Church  in  West  Palm  Beach 
lost  its  steeple  and  sustained 
added  damage  when  every 
tree  on  the  grounds  was  top¬ 
pled  by  Hurricane  Frances 
during  the  2004  hurricane 
season.  (BP  photo) 


Weekend  specials:  arrive  Friday,  leave  Sunday 
Arrive  Saturday  noon,  leave  Sunday  afternoon 


Enroll  Now  for 

Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree 
in  Pastoral  Ministries 

Fall  Colloquim:  September  5-9,  2005 
Winter  Colloquim:  January  16-20,  2006 


Charles  Smith  Ministries 


Charles  Smith  Ministries  is  a  Global 
evangelistic  organization  dedicated  to 
the  simple  proclamation  of  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  through  the  avenues 
of  church  revivals,  Bible  conferences 
and  evangelistic  events. 


With  careful  planning,  a  pastor  can  complete 
the  program  without  missing  any  Sundays 
from  his  church.  You  may  only  need  to  bq 
away  from  home  four  nights  four  times  a  year. 


Allow  60  days  for  application  processing. 


Charles  Smith  Ministries' •  2466  Oglesby  Road,  Sturgis,  MS  39769 
home  662-465-8848  or  cell  662-341-1983 

CharlesgoteU@wmconnect.com 


BAPTISTS 


For  more  information  contact  our  Admissions  Office 
at  800.968.4508  or  visit  us  online  at  www.mabts.edu 


The  Baptist  Record 


